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WTO MEETINGS SUCCESSFUL IN
SETTING AGENDA FOR AGRICULTURE NEGOTIATIONS

The WTO Committee on Agriculture met in specia sesson in Genevalast week to initiate the mandated
negotiations on agriculture that began this year as part of the WTO' s built in agenda. Last week’ s meeting
focused on procedura and scheduling matters necessary to alow the negotiators to move forward with the
taks. Despite some difficulties in choosing a chairman, the Committee agreed on awork plan for the
coming year, a schedule of meetings, and an end of the year deadline for countries to submit negotiating
proposals.

“We accomplished what we set out to do by agreeing to move forward with an agenda and established
deadlines to ensure that countries serioudy engage in the negotiations,” said Ambassador Charlene
Barshefsky.

“We are moving forward with WTO agriculture negotiations and that means we are closer to improving
market accessfor U.S. farm products,” said Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman.

The Adminigtration hopes to submit a proposd in the next few months. A Federa Register notice will be
published this week soliciting input on agriculture negotiations with a deedline for submission by May 12",
2000.

Mestings are scheduled for June, September and November of this year and will focus on issues brought
forward by members ranging from conceptua papers to comprehensive negotiating proposas. Next year,
amesting is scheduled for March to alow the negotiators to assess proposas and prepare for the
intengfied negotiations. The chair has the discretion to cdl additiona meetings as the negotiations progress.
Additiondly, the WTO Secretariat was charged with performing anaytica work that will help focus
negotiating issues for members.
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